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For 500 ye a rs a breed of ho rse set apart by an
u nusual gait and a certain pre s e nce has been sele c-
tively bred and perfected in the Western
Hemisphere. Small in stature but massive in atti-
t ude, these ho rses possess a “Brio” which me a ns a
mixture of energy, arrogance, and fire with
t rac t a b i l i t y. It is a perfect term to describe the Pa s o
F i no, a ve rs a t i le and willing equine companion, as
at ho me in the show ring as he is on the tra i l .

Rick Meye r, pre s i de nt of The Paso Fino Ho rs e
Association, said, “So many people miscons t r u e
t he term “Brio.” They think it me a ns spirited but,
to me, that definition is inc o r rect. Spirited implies
a ho rse that is not cont ro l l a b le. These ho rses have
all the fire anyo ne could de s i re but combine that

with a willing ness and trainability that make s
t hem exceptional animals. ”

It was a chance mix of blo o d l i nes that combine d
to pro d uce this unique equine dynamo. With the
Moorish occupation of Spain came a ble nd i ng of
t he Berber ho rs e, often called a Barb, which was a
s t ro ng, compact, and dura b le animal, with the
n a t i ve Spanish stock. This combination pro d uced a

s t u rdy but delicately gaited ho rse known as the
Spanish Jennet. Mix the Jennet with a to uch of
A nd a l usian and the result was a ho rse fit for the
d i s c ove rer and the conquistado r.

C h r i s to p her Columbus bro u g ht the first ho rses to
what is now the Dominican Republic on his second
voyage to the New Wo r ld. He r n a ndo Cortez, Martin
de Salazar and othe rs like them bro u g ht the i r
Spanish ho rses to serve as int i m i d a to rs, tra ns-
portation, and companionship during the i r
conquest of Mexico, Cuba, the Is t hmus of Pa n a m a
a nd mo re. It was these ho rs e s, ble nd i ng all the
most tre a s u red attributes of their combined bac k-
g ro u nd s, that served as the anc e s to rs of the
mo dern day Caballos de Paso Fino, or, in Eng l i s h ,
t he ho rse with the fine step.

It was this fine step that was the most va l u e d
attribute of the ho rses bro u g ht to the New Wo r ld .
It came courtesy of the Jennet and became the
ge netic stamp that tra ns c e nded all the phys i c a l
c h a nges bro u g ht about by location and bre e d i ng
p rac t i c e s. These ho rses possess a sedate walk and a
c a nter but the Paso Fino does not trot. Ins t e ad ,
t hey perform an even, lateral, four-beat gait in
d i f f e r i ng speeds, the paso fino, paso corto, and
paso largo. The gait is rhy t hm i c, purposeful, bal-
a nced in flexion and sy nc h ro no us fro nt to re a r
which re s u l ts in a ride une q u a l led for smo o t h ne s s
a nd comfo r t .

T he paso fino is a collected ele g a nt move me nt .
E ach ho of hits the gro u nd inde p e nde nt l y. The fo r-
wa rd power in the move me nt comes from the re a r
le gs allow i ng for higher action from the fro nt le gs
but, unlike man-made gaits, does not ex h i b i t
ex ag ge rated leg action. The ride is so inc re d i b l y
s mooth that the de mo ns t ration used to display it
is a rider carrying a glass of wine on his flat
b r i m med hat without spilling a dro p .

Paso corto is aptly titled. In English the wo rd
c o r to me a ns short. While the speed of this gait is
faster than that of the fino, the corto sees the
ho rse maint a i n i ng a collected carriage, mov i ng in
as smooth a fashion with short collected steps.
T he corto is the speed most similar to the trot and
a we l l - c o nd i t i o ned Paso Fino can tra vel at the cor-
to for ho u rs cove r i ng miles of tra i ls or mu l t i p le
trips aro u nd the show ring. 

T he paso largo tra nslates in English to lo ng and
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again is aptly stated. This gait is an ex t e nded ve r-
sion of the corto and horses performing it can
t ra vel at inc re d i b le speeds while still maint a i n i ng a
s mooth, balanced ride.

T he unique gaits of the ho rse make him suitable
for many varied uses inc l ud i ng trail riding, wo r k-
i ng live s tock, end u ra nc e, and, for tho s e
i nd i v i d u a ls with exceptional carriage and pre s-
e nc e, the show ring. But, ac c o rd i ng to Mr. Meye r,
t he show ring champions are also gifted with the
ability to tra ns c e nd the show ring and prov i de
ho u rs of enjoy me nt on the trail. He stated, “I have
national champions in my barn that can win a
c h a m p i o nship on Saturday night and be trail rid-
i ng on Mo nd a y. These ho rses truly offer some t h i ng
for eve r yo ne. ”

For the ho rse show ent husiast, competition in
t he ring prov i des the opportunity to showcase the
“Brio” for which the Paso Fino is so highly prized.
N ovice ride rs and prof e s s i o n a ls have a wide ra nge
of classes that allow juve n i le and aged ho rses as
well as ple a s u re and high perfo r m a nce competito rs
to exhibit their style and grac e. The Pista or
s o u nd i ng board is used to de mo ns t rate to judge s
a nd a hus hed aud i e nce the re s o n a nce and eve n l y
s p aced gait that is so highly prized. A true cham-
pion will prov i de a distinc t i ve rhy t hm and cade nc e
that is immediately rewa rded by applause as gra t i-
f y i ng to the ho rse as it is to the ow ner and tra i ne r.

It is the pro ud nature of the animal that make s
him as de l i g htful a wo r k i ng ho rse as he is a show
r i ng supers t a r. Paso Finos have been prized as
gymkhana competito rs, competitive trail ho rs e s,
a nd combined driving cont e s t a nts. Chris Cox ow ns
t he Outback Ranch, a tra i n i ng stable in Ocala,
F lorida whe re he is tra i n i ng two Paso Finos as re i n-

i ng ho rs e s. He said, “Both of these ho rses are
t ra i n i ng well. They have a nice lope and are go o d
m i nded. I think, they sho u ld do well.” These ho rs-
es are also valued companions on the wo r k i ng
ra nch and in bird dog trials. Combine this ability

with the fact that, ac c o rd i ng to one bre e de r,
“ t hese ho rses are what anyo ne wo u ld call ve r y
e a sy ke e p e rs,” which make them animals that are
as at ho me in the Pacific Northwest as they are in
t he southern climes of their origin. The breed 
registry cont a i ns ho rses from literally all over 
t he wo r ld .

M r. Meyer said, “Paso Finos are fast becoming a
very popular breed for a number of re a s o ns. They
a re ve rs a t i le as well as ex p re s s i ve, tale nted, and
i nt e l l i ge nt. Our registry grew last year by 14%
a b ove even the natural attrition that occurs.”     

T he registry curre ntly recognizes over 28,000
ho rses with 2,115 re g i s t e red in the last ye a r. With
over 500 ye a rs of bre e d i ng bac kg ro u nd, the char-
acteristics of the breed are well de f i ned. Paso Fino s

can come in every equine color with or witho u t
white markings. The ho rses typically stand 13.3 to
14.2, making them an easy ho rse for mo u nt i ng
a nd dismo u nt i ng and a highly valued lesson ho rs e
for those afraid of taller animals. They are we l l

“ Paso Finos are fast becoming a very popular bre e d
for a number of re a s o n s. They are versatile as we l l
as ex p re s s i ve, talented, and intelligent. Our re g i s t r y
g rew last year by 14% above even the natural 
attrition that occurs.” – Rick Meye r
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b a l a nced with an ave rage we i g ht of from 700 to
1,100 pound s. The sho u lde rs slope into the withe rs
that are de f i ned but not pro m i ne nt. A great de p t h
t h rough the heart and a chest of mo de rate pro p o r-
t i o ns make the Paso Fino a sturdy and ple a s i ng to

t he eye equine. The midsection of the ho rse is as
b a l a nced with a wide, we l l - s p r u ng rib cage, a
to p l i ne that is somewhat shorter than the unde r-
l i ne, and a back that is stro ng and well mus c le d .
T he hind q u a r t e rs have a slightly slo p i ng cro u p
with we l l - ro u nded hips, bro ad lo i ns and stro ng
ho c ks. The tail sets comfortably and is carried
g racefully when in mo t i o n .

A Paso Fino has the type of stro ng, sturdy le gs
a nd ho oves a ho rse with such a graceful gait
wo u ld re q u i re. The mus c les and jo i nts are we l l
de f i ned but not ex ag ge rated. The bones are

s t ra i g ht, sound and flat. Stand i ng slightly unde r
in the rear is typical. The ho oves do not show
exc e s s i ve heel, are proportionate in size, and are
well ro u nded. Typically they are quite tough and
m a ny do not re q u i re sho e s. Show ho rs e s, by ne c e s-

s i t y, are shod but lightly so. 
Paso Finos are gifted with a fine ex p re s s i ve fac e

a b ove a gracefully arc hed medium le ngth ne c k .
T he neck is ang led to allow for the high he ad car-
r i age that is a hallmark of the breed. The he ad is
ne i t her small nor large with a stra i g ht prof i le. The
eyes are a distinc t i ve feature in that they are
l a rge, ex p re s s i ve, and alert. They are wide spac e d
b e low compara t i vely short, slightly curved, and
c losely set ears. The ove rall impression is one of
keen int e l l i ge nce and grac e. The mane and fo re-
lock add to this ex p re s s i ve ness with their full and
l u x u r i o us nature.

T he disposition is de f i ned by the registry as
b e i ng one of an “ex t re mely willing ho rse that tru-
ly seems to enjoy human companionship and
s t r i ves to ple a s e. Spirited and re s p o ns i ve unde r
t ack; sens i b le and ge nt le at hand.” It is this dispo-
sition combined with the balanced attrac t i ve ne s s
of the animal that adds to the ove rall impre s s i o n
that this is a ho rse that knows he is unique and is
p ro ud of it.

“It’s the temper and energy of these animals
that makes them such stand outs,” added Cathie
S e i me r, a lo ng time ow ne r, bre e der and ex h i b i tor or
Paso Fino s. She rides the only stallion on the bre e d
association’s drill team. She stated, “I ride my
ho rse with mares and ge ld i ngs. He is unflappable.
We have participated in many events where the
distractions would frazzle any other horse, but
t hese Paso Finos are solid as ro c ks. Nothing bothe rs
t he m . ”

Perhaps the first true “Ho rse of the Ame r i c a s, ”
t he Paso Fino combines fire and ene rgy with tra i n-
ability and willing ness to be a ho rse wo r t hy of his
a nc e s to rs and re ady for whatever the future 
ho ld s. 

The prized “Brio”
in evidence at
Asociacion de

Criadores de
Caballos Criollos

Colombianos 
Asdesilla,
Medellin,

Colombia. 

Perhaps the first true “Horse of the Americas,” the
Paso Fino combines fire and energy with tra i n a b i l i t y
and willingness to be a horse wo r t hy of his ances-
tors and ready for whatever the future holds.
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