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i m i nu t i ve though they may be in size, the re is
no t h i ng small about the popularity enjoyed by the
e q u i ne wo r ld ’s most minute ambassado rs,
M i n i a t u re ho rs e s. Stand i ng no mo re than 38 inc he s
for one registry and 32 inc hes or less for ano t he r,
t he Miniature ho rse is enjoy i ng a surge in nu m b e rs
to meet the de m a nd of people who have fa l len in
love with this ve rs a t i le and ende a r i ng equine. 

T he American Miniature Ho rse Association has
seen an inc rease of over 5,500 ho rses re g i s t e red in
t he past ten ye a rs from 2,578 ho rses in 1988 to
8,094 in 1997. Association manager Dan Pre je a n

said, “This is quite ho nestly the ho rse for eve r y-
o ne! From a tiny fo u r - ye a r - o ld child to an elde r l y
re t i re e, anyo ne who loves ho rses can be invo l ve d
with Miniature ho rs e s. They have such an eve n
disposition and they are so easy to train and show
that people just fall in love with them.” 

M i n i a t u re ho rses have been in de m a nd for ove r
400 ye a rs in their capacity as prized possessions of
roya l t y, circ us perfo r me rs, and as beasts of burde n
in the tight confine me nts of mine s. The pro d uc ts
of hu nd reds of ye a rs of sele c t i ve bre e d i ng ,
M i n i a t u re ho rses are just that - ho rs e s. They are

not dwa r fs, and they are most certainly no t
p o n i e s. The differe nc e, ac c o rd i ng to Mr.
P re jean, “is that ponies are a definite breed of
t heir own. Pro p o r t i o n a l l y, they tend to have
s l i g htly larger he ads and feet than do ho rs e s.
O b v i o us l y, dwa r fs are a ge netic anomaly and
s e ldom look anatomically like a scale d - dow n
ve rsion of a ho rs e. I have seen dwarf minia-
t u re ho rses and they are truly tiny but not a
perfect ve rsion of a ho rs e. Miniatures have

been bred sele c t i vely from their large r
c o u nt e r p a r ts to be perfect, but small, ho rs-
e s. If you look out in a field of Miniature

ho rses with no other field of re f e re nce like a
human stand i ng next to them or a ya rd stick,
you wo u ld think you we re lo o k i ng at no r m a l -
sized ho rs e s.” 

Two registries have deve loped in the
United States to ac c o m modate breed ent hus i-
a s ts. The American Miniature Ho rs e
Association based in Alva rado, Texas wa s
fo r med in 1978 to aid and enc o u rage the
b re e d i ng, ex h i b i t i ng, use and perpetuation of
t he American Miniature ho rse separate and
apart from ponies and other small equine s.
T he Association lists very specific guide l i ne s
for the breed. The ho rse must not exceed 34
i nc hes in he i g ht me a s u r i ng from the last hairs
of the mane to the gro u nd. Yo u ng ho rses fro m
re g i s t e red pare nts are issued temporary papers
u ntil they re ach five ye a rs of age when perma-
ne nt re g i s t ration papers may be obtained. Mr.
P re jean ex p l a i ned, “We began do i ng DNA test-
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i ng of all ho rses re g i s t e red with us in
1996 so we can be certain that our
p e d i g rees are as correct as is
absolutely possible.” 

T he American Miniature Ho rs e
Registry based in Mo r ton, Illinois is a
part of the American She t l a nd Po ny
Club that was fo u nded in 1888. The
main differe nce between the re g-
istries is that of but four inc he s. In
t he American Miniature Ho rs e
Registry the maximum he i g ht is 38
i nc he s. It is not unc o m mon for ho rs-
es 34 inc hes and under to have a
do u b le re g i s t ration which allows
t hem the opportunity to show in
ho rse shows sanc t i o ned by eithe r
re g i s t r y. Wee candidates for re g i s t ra-
tion sho u ld, for both gro u p s, be
possessed of the correct confo r m a-
tion characteristics of most breeds of
ho rs e s. They are to be small, well bal-
a nced, and sound. The re are no coat
or eye color re s t r i c t i o ns. Miniature ho rses come in differe nt
types from fine - b o ned and delicate to a heavier “dra f t ”
s t y le. The emphasis is on size, not breed type.

As differe nt as the styles of Miniature ho rs e s, are the
uses to which they can be put. A Miniature ho rse can make
a “dandy” driving ho rse ac c o rd i ng to ow ner Nata Po r t e r.
“ I ’ ve seen teams of Miniature ho rses pulling wagon carts
a nd it is so ado ra b le. You can also drive them in a sing le
h a r ness and the re are shows all over the place that have
classes just for these types,” she said. Classes for Miniature
ho rses in harness inc l ude ple a s u re driving and ro adster to
b i ke classes, and the re are also competitions de s i g ned to
s how how a tiny but bold ho rse can mane u ver thro u g h
o b s t ac le cours e s, and over jumps in the hu nter and jumper
c l a s s e s. 

O ne of the most popular divisions in Miniature ho rs e
s hows are the halter divisions whe re amateurs and prof e s-
sional ho rse ent hus i a s ts can compete to ge t he r. The re are
a lso specific halter classes de s i g ned for show m a ns h i p ,
youth and amateurs. 

C o m p e t i ng in the show ring is the goal for many
M i n i a t u re ho rse ow ne rs, but, for quite a few othe rs, the
p le a s u re of simply ow n i ng and enjoy i ng a tiny equine is
thrill enough. Ms. Porter said, “I love to show the ho rs e s,
but I also very much enjoy just playing with them and
wa tc h i ng them in the field. They have very kind tempera-
me nts and are a joy to care fo r. ”

J ust like larger equine s, Miniature ho rses re q u i re re g u l a r
ve t e r i n a r y, de ntal, and blac ksmith care as well as a sound
nutritional pro g ram. Alo ng with a set vaccination sche d u le,
a deworming program is equally important. Today many

dewo r m i ng pro d uc ts can be purchased over the counter at
t ack shops and feed sto res but, on a cautionary no t e, it is
i m p o r t a nt to know the correct we i g ht of the ho rse prior to
ad m i n i s t e r i ng the dewo r me r. Dr. Fa i r f i e ld Bain of the cent ra l
Ke nt ucky veterinary firm Hag ya rd - D a v i d s o n - McGee stated,
“Consistently overdosing any horse with an anthelmintic
preparation can be very detrimental to the animal.
Repeated ove rdo s i ng of dewo r m i ng me d i c a t i o ns may caus e
l i ver damage and ne u ro logical disease. ”

D r. Rac hel Pe mstein, an equine veterinary cons u l t a nt ,
a lso stressed the need for know i ng the ex act we i g ht of the
ho rse when she said, “For a stand a rd-sized ho rse the re are
a number of wa ys to de t e r m i ne the ac c u rate we i g ht that
do not invo l ve us i ng a scale. For Miniature ho rses the s e
me t hods are not as ac c u ra t e. Under- or ove re s t i m a t i ng the
we i g ht of a Miniature ho rse by 50 pounds can have a sig-
n i f i c a ntly higher impact than the same misjudg me nt on a
s t a nd a rd-sized ho rse given that the amo u nt could re p re-
s e nt a fifth of the total we i g ht of a Miniature ho rs e. Many
me d i c a t i o ns given once or infre q u e ntly might not have as
s e r i o us an impact as the lo ng-term use of some othe r
me d i c a t i o ns. Ant i b i o t i c s, which by necessity are often giv-
en over a period of seve ral days, could cause serious
gastric pro b le ms if given in inappropriate do s e s. Certainly,
ex act we i g hts wo u ld be necessary when us i ng ane s t he t i c s.
(See ac c o m p a ny i ng article on Miniature ho rse we i g hts on
p age 10.)

D e ntistry and ho of care are equally as important in car-
i ng for Miniature ho rses as they are in larger equine s, but
they do present unique challenges to the dentist and the
farrier. The tools that are used to work inside a larger
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horse’s mouth can be far too large for a smaller
Miniature horse. One owner described holding his
M i n i a t u re ye a r l i ng stallion in the air as the blac k-
smith attempted to trim his feet. James Mitchell
l a u g h i ngly stated, “My blac ksmith is a big guy and
my colt was so tiny that the blac ksmith was on his
knees trying to trim the colt’s feet. It didn’t help
that the colt’s le gs we re so delicate and that he wa s
not cooperating. I finally just picked him up and

he ld him with his feet dang l i ng so we could get his
feet trimmed. No, I don’t re c o m me nd this me t ho d ,
but it wo r ked at the time. ”

Miniature horses have the same nutritional
needs as larger equines but obviously on a much
smaller scale. The American Miniature Horse
Association suggests, “Miniature horses will nor-
mally re q u i re a daily ration of about one pound of
g rain per 100 pounds of body we i g ht. Two feedings
are the daily minimum when feeding grain to
Miniatures because of the size of their intestinal
t ract and the need for cont i nual move me nt of fo o d
t h rough the system. Pa s t u re access must be limited
w hen grass is lo ng and lush or fo u nder may re s u l t . ”

It is cons i de rably easier and less ex p e ns i ve to
p rov i de stabling and pasture space for diminu t i ve

ho rses than for their stand a rd-sized count e r p a r ts.
M r. Pre jean said, “Part of the beauty of ow n i ng a
M i n i a t u re ho rse or a group of them is that yo u
don’t have to have a large space ava i l a b le fo r
t hem. You can put a cons i de rably larger number of
M i n i a t u res ho rses on five ac res than you can large r
ho rs e s.” Ms. Porter added, “I can take my big ho rs e
s t a l ls and put a partition down the center and
h a ve two Miniature ho rse stalls that are palatial

for their occupants. ”
T i n ker and Jim Damron re de s i g ne d

t heir barn to ac c o m modate the i r
i nt e rest in Miniature ho rses by divid-
i ng up their larger ho rse stalls. “We
h ad de c i ded to get into bre e d i ng our
M i n i a t u re ho rses and when we divid-
ed up our larger stalls we fo u nd that
every one was a fo a l i ng stall for a
small ho rs e. They just don’t take up
a ny space at all,” Mrs. Damron said.

T he Damro ns fo u nd bre e d i ng the i r
t i ny ho rses a joyful if slightly stre s s-
ful ho b by. Jim ex p l a i ned, “Eve r y t h i ng
is the same as a big ho rs e, the who le
t e a s i ng, bre e d i ng, wa i t i ng, and wo n-
dering thing except that it is very
difficult to ultra s o u nd for pre g n a ncy
at the very early stages. It is almost
i m p o s s i b le to get the probe whe re yo u
need it to search for the embryo.
Also, if the mare has any difficulty
fo a l i ng, as one of ours did, it is hard
to get inside to help move a leg or
reposition the foal. The end result is
certainly worth the trouble, though.
The first mare we foaled out had an
1 8 - p o u nd foal that we could crad le in

our arms like a baby. They are just unbelieva b le. ”
U n b e l i eva b le is one of the most used de s c r i p-

t i o ns of the Miniature ho rs e. In de s c r i b i ng the
i nt e rest the minute equines garne red at this ye a r ’s
Equitana, Mr. Pre jean said, “The re we we re, sur-
ro u nded by every kind of ho rse love r, le ad i ng our
l i t t le Miniatures from the show rings to their sta-
b l i ng are a s. The crowds parted when the people
le ad i ng us through the area shouted, ‘Ho rse com-
i ng through, make wa y.’ Pe o p le wo u ld turn aro u nd
ex p e c t i ng to see a mag n i f i c e nt Friesian or a
C l yde s d a le and they wo u ldn’t see any t h i ng unt i l
t hey did a do u b le take at our little ho rs e s. We had
a crowd fo l low us back to the stalls every day. It
was unbelieva b le.” 

Mary Howard
and Juliet of
Petits Fours
Miniatures
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