Questions and Answers

BY PETER HUNTINGTON, BVSc, AND MARK LLEWELLYN

What are naked oats, and how do they differ from
whole and dehulled oats?

Structurally, naked oats contrast with whole oats in one
notable way. The kernels of whole oats are tightly
enveloped by husks; the husks of naked oats are loosely
attached to the kernel and fall away during harvesting,
leaving the kernel exposed. Nutritionally, the absence of
husks increases the concentration and digestibility of some
nutrients in naked oats, namely energy and fiber. The ener-
gy content in naked oats is similar to that of corn. The
husks constitute the majority of the fiber found in whole
oats. Without husks, naked oats are inherently lower in
fiber. Naked oats should not be confused with dehulled oats.
While naked and dehulled oats have similar nutritional
properties, they are not the same. The husk is mechanically
removed during the processing of dehulled oats. As dehulled
oats are relegated to more intense processing, kernels may
be damaged, resulting in possible rancidity and refusal by
the horse.

Whisked away with the husk of naked oats is the com-
fortable margin of safety whole oats afford horsemen. In
switching from whole oats to naked oats, equivalent vol-
umes should not be fed. Due to their energy density, naked
oats should be fed in smaller quantities. A horse eating 10
pounds of conventional oats would derive the same amount
of energy from approximately seven to eight pounds of
naked oats. As with other energy-rich feedstuffs, overfeed-
ing naked oats could lead to colic or laminitis. While care
must be taken in how they are fed, naked oats are useful for
horses with high energy needs.

What is linseed meal, and is its use widespread in the
horse industry?

The by-product of linseed oil extraction from flax is lin-
seed meal. Linseed oil is typically not used in the feed
industry. However, linseed meal is a source of low-quality
protein suitable for adult horses. Because it is deficient in
lysine, an amino acid critical for growth, linseed meal is an
inappropriate protein source for young stock. With superior
protein sources available, namely lysine-rich soybean by-
products, more horsemen today use mechanically processed
linseed meal to improve coat condition. Linseed meal pro-
duced by mechanical means has a higher fat content than
that produced by solvent processing. The increase of fat in
the ration adds much revered bloom to the coat.
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My grandfather has told me that he frequently fed his
horses ear corn years ago. Are there any advantages or
disadvantages to feeding ear corn?

Although not commonly used today, ear corn was once a
popular feed for horses. While it remains a useful feedstuff
for horses, ear corn does have three primary drawbacks.
First, in its natural state corn may be rather indigestible by
some horses due to its hard kernel casing. Aged horses with
poor teeth, for example, may not be able to crack the cas-
ing. Due in part to this resilient shell, corn is usually rolled,
crushed, cooked, or otherwise processed before being added
to feeds so horses can maximize its starch content during
digestion. Second, there is a risk for mold proliferation on
ear corn, particularly on corn that has withstood drought or
excessive moisture. Fumonisins are noxious mycotoxins that
proliferate on corn. Only a small concentration of a fumon-
isin is necessary to induce a fatal neurologic condition
called moldy corn poisoning or equine leukoencephalomala-
cia (ELEM). High-quality, processed kernels, those normally
used in textured feeds, rarely harbor fumonisins. Third,
feeding straight corn can be a touch and go proposition as
it contains twice as much energy as an equal volume of
oats. Overfeeding corn (or any energy-rich meal) may cause
obesity and high-spiritedness. Corn contains minimal fiber,
so feeding large quantities of it may more readily lead to
colic, diarrhea, or founder than feeding a meal of oats. The
shortcomings of ear corn have curtailed its widespread use
in modern feeding management. ()
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Allfarm AG

Ruttimatt 130
Pfeffingen, CH-4148
Switzerland
011-41-61-751-7501
011-41-61-753-9620 Fax

Allied Feeds, Inc.
208 Hutcheson
Cuero, TX 77954
361-275-5711
361-275-2475 Fax

4542 Rigshy Road

San Antonio, TX 78222
210-648-0141
210-648-2135 Fax

Bagdad Roller Mills, Inc.

5740 Elmburg Rd.
P.0. Box 7
Bagdad, KY 40003
502-747-8968
502-747-8960 Fax

Banks Mill

1270 Banks Mill Rd.
Aiken, SC 29803
803-641-0007
803-502-0600 Fax

Bartlett Milling Co.

701 South Center, 28677
P.0. Box 831

Statesville, NC 28687
800-438-6016
704-873-8956 Fax

Brandt’s Mill

630 N. 9th Street
Lebanon, PA 17046
717-272-6781
717-272-7009 Fax

Brooks Feed Store

RR #4

1580 Hwy 7A

Port Perry, ON L9L 1B5
Canada

905-985-7992
905-985-8297 Fax

Brumfield Hay & Grain
671 Bizzell Dr.
Lexington, KY 40510
859-255-0788
859-254-5722 Fax
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Burkmann Feeds
1111 Perryville Road
Danville, KY 40422
859-236-0400
859-236-7307 Fax

Cooperative Plus, Inc.
638 S. Kane St.

P.0. Box 220
Burlington, WI 53105
262-767-2019
262-767-2026 Fax

Culpeper Farmers
Cooperative

15172 Brandy Rd.
P.0. Box 2002
Culpeper, VA 22701
540-825-2200
540-825-2210 Fax

Farmers Feed Mill
251 W. Loudon Ave.
Lexington, KY 40508
859-255-7602
859-255-9815 Fax

Feed-Rite

17 Speers Road
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1M1
Canada

204-233-8418
204-235-1260 Fax

Fitmin a.s.

Helvikovice 90

Zamberk 56401

Czech Republic
011-42-446-613-265
011-42-446-613-267 Fax

Flint River Mills
1100 Dothan Rd.
P.0. Box 280
Bainbridge, GA 31718
229-246-2232
800-288-4376 Fax

Hi-Pro Farm Supplies
P.0. Box 886

White Marl, Spanish Town
St. Catherine, Jamaica, W.I.
876-984-7918
876-986-5914 Fax
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Hubbard Feeds, Inc.
424 N. Riverfront Dr.
Mankato, MN 56002-8500
507-388-9400
507-388-9453 Fax
ASSOCIATE TEAM MEMBER:
Feed Mill Express
27920 Danville Ave.
Castle Rock, MN 55010
651-463-8041

La Hacienda SA de CV
Homero 1804 Piso II

Los Morales,

Polanco Mexico D.F. 11510
52-55-5557-7200
52-55-5395-1537 Fax

Lakin Milling Co.
4456 S. Dysart Road
Avondale, AZ 85323
623-932-3970
623-932-2798 Fax

Milne Feeds Pl

103-105 Welshpool Rd.
Welshpool,

Western Australia 6106
011-61-8-9351-0700
011-61-8-9351-0705 Fax

NRM NZ

100 Carlton Gore Rd.
Newmarket, Auckland
New Zealand
011-64-09-379-1869
011-64-03-300-3185 Fax

Nutribec, Ltee

2950 Rue Ontario Est
Montreal,

QUE H2K-1X3

Canada
514-527-9661
514-527-9452 Fax

Ocala Breeders’
Feed & Supply
431 NW 27th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34475
352-629-8686
352-629-7925 Fax

Otter Co-Op

P.0. Box 4200
3600-248th Street
Aldergrove, BC V4W 2V1
Canada

604-856-2517
604-856-3598 Fax

Pennfield Feeds
711 Rohrerstown Rd.
Lancaster, PA 17603
800-995-0333
717-295-8783 Fax

Poulin Grain, Inc.
24 Railroad Square
Newport, VT 05855
802-334-6731

802-334-7791 Fax

Premier Feeds

238 Melvin Road
Wilmington, OH 45177
800-888-8162
937-584-4874 Fax

Producer Feeds

165 North Clay Street
Louisville, KY 40202
800-295-2836
502-568-2293 Fax

Ridley Agriproducts PL
1924 Hume Highway
Campellfield, VIC 3061
Australia
011-61-03-9357-7797
011-61-03-9357-7874 Fax

Saracen Horse Feeds
Speldhurst Mill
Speldhurst

Tunbridge Wells,

Kent TN3ONG

United Kingdom

44 (0) 1892 863236

44 (0) 1892 863478 Fax

Tottenham Feed Services
41 Mill Street

P.0. Box 159

Tottenham, ONT LOG 1WO0
Canada

905-936-4163
905-936-2812 Fax

Woodford Feed
498 Lexington Rd.
P.0. Box 116
Versailles, KY 40383
859-873-4811
859-873-5430 Fax






