
A keen sense of hearing is just one characteristic of a healthy horse. 
To help keep your horse healthy in every way, include Diamond V®

Yeast Culture in its ration. All-natural Diamond V Yeast Culture
increases feed digestibility, thereby providing more nutritive value. 
And because it improves palatability, it also promotes normal, regular
feed consumption. Talk with your feed professional about the benefits 
of Diamond V Yeast Culture in your horse’s ration.

If you have a question about how Diamond V Yeast Culture can 
help your horse look, feel and perform its best, write to us at 
P.O. Box 74570, Cedar Rapids, IA 52407 USA or visit our website 
at www.diamondv.com.

“Better than we do. According to one study, youthful adult
humans can hear sounds up to about 20,000 cycles per sec-
ond. But, tests on horses indicate they can hear up to 25,000
cycles per second. And, due to their large and wonderfully
mobile external ears which they can rotate almost 180
degrees, horses can pinpoint the source of particular sounds
even from a great distance...well beyond human capability.”
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My horses seem to drink less water in the winter.
How can I encourage them to drink?

When environmental temperature drops, water consump-
tion of horses often declines. Inadequate water intake will
often lead to decreased feed intake, and horses may not be
able to maintain body temperature or weight during frigid
weather. Without sufficient water intake, gastrointestinal
problems such as impaction colic may occur. Therefore, it is
essential to encourage horses to drink during cold weather.

Large stock tanks are appropriate waterers for horses.
Tanks should be situated in an area that receives as much
sunlight as possible. Insulating or partially burying the
trough will help keep water from
freezing. Covering a portion of the
trough top while leaving a large
enough hole for the horses to drink
comfortably may also prevent freez-
ing. If ice does form, it should be
chipped away and removed several
times daily to allow free access to
water. 

Water intake will usually increase
by 40% when the water temperature
is warmed from near freezing to
between 45° and 65° F. Electric
water heaters can decrease winter
maintenance of stock tanks, but the
water should be touched daily to
determine the temperature of the
water and to ensure the heater is
not shorting out. A mild electrical
shock will rarely harm a horse, but it
will likely keep a horse from drink-
ing. In addition to heaters, water
turbulence created by pumps or aerators may aid in keep-
ing troughs ice-free. Although automatic waterers freeze
infrequently, they should be checked twice daily to ensure
they are functioning properly.

Because of limited grazing opportunities in the winter,
horses are often fed meals of dried forages and concentrates.
It has been estimated that horses consume 75 to 80% of
their daily water intake within one to two hours of eating.
An adequate supply of mild-temperature water (45° to 65°
F) should therefore always be available around mealtimes. 

Hot bran mashes do little to warm the horse in cold
weather but may be a way to increase liquid intake, partic-
ularly if a supply of heated water is not available. Soaked
beet pulp may provide the horse with some water as well.

Horses should not be expected to meet water require-

ments by eating snow or chewing ice. It is estimated that
for every gallon of water required by the horse, ten gallons
of snow must be ingested. 

I am not able to ride my horse during cold weather as
often as I do in warmer months. How can I keep him
from getting so hyper?

Keeping energy levels in check in wintry weather requires
a few simple management changes. The first involves diet
evaluation. Because the horse will be ridden less frequently,
his workload will decrease, and there may be less demand
for high-energy feeds such as concentrates in his diet. If the
horse is an easy keeper, for instance, he may be fed a bare-
bones diet of high-quality grass hay and an appropriate
vitamin and mineral supplement. Coupled with whatever

forage he can acquire during turnout,
this may be sufficient to keep him in
adequate body condition. If the
horse cannot maintain his body
weight on forage alone, he may be
fed concentrates that contain high
levels of fat. Calories derived from fat
do not cause a horse to become diffi-
cult to handle, as is often the case
with feeds rich in starch. A high-fat
concentrate will have a crude fat 
value of  6% or more on the feed tag.
Alternatively, a fat-rich supplement
can be added to the ration to boost
calorie intake. Heat-stabilized rice
bran is a popular supplement, and as
with high-fat feeds, will not cause a
horse to become unmanageable. By
adding rice bran to the ration, the
amount of concentrate fed will likely
decrease due to the caloric density of
the supplemental fat source. Any

change in diet should be performed slowly over several days.
In addition to dietary adjustments, the horse should be

allowed ample free exercise. If a horse is given sufficient
time to kick up its heels daily—bucking, running, and
playing—he will likely be more manageable. Turnout is also
psychologically stimulating for horses, and those confined
to stalls for extended periods of time often develop stable
vices such as cribbing, wood chewing, and weaving. If a
horse must be kept in a stall due to inclement weather or
limited pasture availability, a rubber ball or one-gallon
plastic jug suspended from the ceiling at about the height
of the horse’s withers may alleviate boredom. Daily groom-
ing and exercise, even if it is only hand-walking, may also
relieve boredom in stall-bound horses.
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Allfarm AG
Ruttimatt 130
Pfeffingen, CH-4148
Switzerland
011-41-61-751-7501
011-41-61-753-9620 Fax

Allied Feeds, Inc.
208 Hutcheson St.
Cuero, TX 77954
361-275-5711
361-275-2475 Fax

4542 Rigsby Ave.
San Antonio, TX 78222
210-648-0141
210-648-2135 Fax

Bagdad Roller Mills, Inc.
5740 Elmburg Rd.
P.O. Box 7
Bagdad, KY 40003
502-747-8968
502-747-8960 Fax

Banks Mill
1270 Banks Mill Rd.
Aiken, SC 29803
803-641-0007
803-502-0600 Fax

Bartlett Milling Co.
701 South Center, 28677
P.O. Box 831
Statesville, NC 28687
800-438-6016
704-873-8956 Fax

Bluegrass Horse Feeds
Stillogo Mills
Eglish Dungannon 
Co Tyrone BT70 1LF
N. Ireland
0044 28 37 548276
0044 28 37 548308 Fax

Brandt’s Mill
630 N. 9th Street
Lebanon, PA 17046
717-272-6781
717-272-7009 Fax

Brooks Feed Store
RR #4
1580 Hwy 7A
Port Perry, ON L9L 1B5
Canada
905-985-7992
905-985-8297 Fax

Brumfield Hay & Grain
671 Bizzell Dr.
Lexington, KY 40510
859-255-0788
859-254-5722 Fax

Burkmann Feeds
1111 Perryville Road
Danville, KY 40422
859-236-0400
859-236-7307 Fax

Cooperative Plus, Inc.
638 S. Kane St.
P.O. Box 220
Burlington, WI 53105
262-767-2019
262-767-2026 Fax

Culpeper Farmers 
Cooperative
15172 Brandy Rd.
P.O. Box 2002
Culpeper, VA 22701
540-825-2200
540-825-2210 Fax

Farmers Feed Mill
251 W. Loudon Ave.
Lexington, KY 40508
859-255-7602
859-255-9815 Fax

Feed-Rite
17 Speers Road
Winnipeg, MB R2J 1M1
Canada
204-233-8418
204-235-1260 Fax

Fitmin a.s.
Helvikovice 90
Zamberk 56401
Czech Republic
011-42-446-613-265
011-42-446-613-267 Fax

Flint River Mills
1100 Dothan Rd.
P.O. Box 280
Bainbridge, GA 31718
229-246-2232
800-288-4376 Fax

Hi-Pro Farm Supplies
P.O. Box 886
White Marl, Spanish Town
St. Catherine, Jamaica, W.I.
876-984-7918
876-986-5914 Fax

Feed Mill Express
27920 Danville Ave.
Castle Rock, MN 55010
651-463-8041
651-463-2021 Fax

La Hacienda SA de CV 
Homero 1804 Piso II
Los Morales, 
Polanco Mexico D.F. 11510
52-55-5557-7200
52-55-5395-1537 Fax

Lakin Milling Co.
4456 S. Dysart Road
Avondale, AZ 85323
623-932-3970
623-932-2798 Fax

Milne Feeds Pl
103-105 Welshpool Rd.
Welshpool, 
Western Australia 6106
011-61-8-9351-0700
011-61-8-9351-0705 Fax

NRM NZ
100 Carlton Gore Rd.
Newmarket, Auckland
New Zealand
011-64-09-379-1869
011-64-03-300-3185 Fax

Nutribec, Ltee
2950 Rue Ontario Est
Montreal, 
QUE H2K-1X3
Canada
514-527-9661
514-527-9452 Fax

Ocala Breeders’ 
Feed & Supply
431 NW 27th Ave.
Ocala, FL 34475
352-629-8686
352-629-7925 Fax

Otter Co-Op
P.O. Box 4200
3600-248th Street
Aldergrove, BC V4W 2V1
Canada
604-856-2517
604-856-3598 Fax

Pennfield Feeds
711 Rohrerstown Rd.
Lancaster, PA 17603
800-995-0333
717-295-8783 Fax
Producer Feeds
165 North Clay Street
Louisville, KY 40202
800-295-2836
502-568-2293 Fax

Ridley Agriproducts PL
1924 Hume Highway
Campellfield, VIC 3061
Australia
011-61-03-9357-7797
011-61-03-9357-7874 Fax

Saracen Horse Feeds
The Forstal
Beddow Way
Aylesford
Kent ME2Ø 7BT
United Kingdom
44 (0) 1622 718487
44 (0) 1622 790321 Fax

Tottenham Feed Services
41 Mill Street
P.O. Box 159
Tottenham, ONT L0G 1W0
Canada
905-936-4163
905-936-2812 Fax

Woodford Feed
498 Lexington Rd.
P.O. Box 116
Versailles, KY 40383
859-873-4811
859-873-5430 Fax
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